
 
 
 
Restoke are looking for 5 experienced dance artists who are also mothers to join us for an 
R&D (research and development) residency for our new project MOTHER. Taking place in 
Stoke-on-Trent, 8th – 12th of April 2019, and bringing together professional dancers, singers 
and a creative writer who are also mothers. 
 
 
The aims of the residency are: 
 

v To use motherhood as the starting point for devising new collaborative work which 
will form the basis for a larger participatory project in the future. 

v To provide a nurturing environment for mother-dancers to absorb themselves in a 
creative process outside of the routines of their child-raising responsibilities.  

v To create new networks between artists who are balancing careers in the 
performing arts with raising children, identifying challenges and sharing this 
learning.  

 
 
About Restoke… 
 
Restoke is an arts organisation who put the people of Stoke-on-Trent at the heart of our 
performance work. We produce performances in surprising locations - from pottery 
factories to a disused chapel, from swimming pools to a Working Mens club. We work with 
people in Stoke alongside professional artists in dance, music and spoken-word to co-create 
our performances and programmes which are driven by the stories, talents and 
commitment of those who take part.  
 
Please familiarise yourself with our work and ethos before applying for the residency. More 
information and videos can be found on our website: www.restoke.org.uk 
 
 
  



What we’re looking for… 
 
We are looking to work with a diverse group of dance artists who have a high level of 
training and over 5 years experience of working professionally in performance or 
performance-making, based in the UK and with a range of motherhood experiences. 
Restoke’s work has participation at its heart and although experience of participatory or 
socially engaged practice is not a requirement for this residency you must have an open-
hearted, inclusive and generous dance practice and desire to work collaboratively. We are 
keen to work with artists we haven’t met before and those from different backgrounds who 
will bring new perspectives to this project.  
 
The residency will involve devising, conversation, singing, writing and speaking. You must be 
confident in using text alongside movement and be willing to sing (as part of a group). You 
must also be comfortable working creatively with personal experiences of motherhood 
(please get in touch if you’d like to discuss this aspect of the work further).  
 
Dates and fee… 
 
Dates: 8th – 12th April 9.30-4.30 each day*  
*We will start at 10am on Monday morning and finish at 4pm on Friday to allow extra time for travelling! 

 
Location: New Vic Theatre, Etruria Rd, Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 0JG 
 
Fee: £500 plus travel costs. We will also provide accommodation in Stoke-on-Trent and 
some meals. 
 
Note: The residency offers an opportunity to take time away from your child-raising 
routines to absorb yourself in a creative process, which is something we have identified as 
being needed and which is productive. However, we understand that this may not be 
possible for all mothers so we are happy to discuss individual requirements and can offer 
additional support where possible.  
 
 
 
MOTHER. Collaborators… 
 
Laboratorium Pieśni (Song Laboratory) is a group of female singers from Poland. Through 
field-research they collect, arrange and perform traditional, polyphonic songs. They perform 
songs from all over the world but mainly: Ukraine, Balkans, Poland, Belarus, Georgia, 
Scandinavia. 3 of the group who are also mothers will be bringing specific songs associated 
with motherhood to the residency, as well as sharing their unique approach to finding 
freedom in our voices. They will join us for the final 3 days of the residency. 
 
Gabriella Gay – Gabriella is a poet and spoken-word artist. Born in Trinadad, raised in 
London but found her voice in Stoke-on-Trent. Gabriella will join us for the whole residency 
initiating writing tasks and seeking new ways to collaborate with the physical devising 
practice.  



 
Application 
 
To apply please provide 
 

1. Your C.V.   
2. A  statement of interest. Including: 

 
Your interest in the project. 
Your dance experience and other experience relevant to this brief. 
Your experience of motherhood. 
Any other information about yourself which you think may be relevant.  
 

3. A completed monitoring form. 
 
Please send the above information to Clare Reynolds at info@restoke.org.uk and title your 
email ‘MOTHER application’ by 12pm on Monday 18th February. 
 
Will we aim to contact successful applicants by 5pm on Friday 22nd February. 
 
Feel free to email us with any questions or call Clare on 07989 989018.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
ACAVA Studios, Spode Works, Elenora Street. Stoke-on-Trent. ST4 1QQ  
 
Restoke is a community interest company. CIC No:  10791456  

 

 



 

 
 
Equal Opportunities and Diversity Monitoring Form 
 
Restoke’s work promotes authenticity and seeks to eliminate discrimination on the basis of 
gender, age, disability, race, religion, sexuality or social class. It is of great importance that the 
people we work with are representative of the society we live in and that every person feels 
able to bring their whole selves to our projects. 
 
 We would really appreciate if you could answer these few questions on diversity. We are 
committed to reaching and including people from diverse backgrounds. All of the question are 
optional. We use categories from Arts Council England's Monitoring Information form. 
 
Double click on the relevant box to mark as ‘checked’ 
 
* 1. Ethnicity:  
 

 White - British  
 White - Irish  
 White - Gypsy or Irish traveller  
 Any other white background  
 Mixed - White and Black Caribbean  
 Mixed - White and Black African  
 Mixed - White and Asian  
 Mixed - Any other Mixed/Multiple ethnic background  
 Asian / Asian British - Indian  
 Asian / Asian British - Pakistani  
 Asian / Asian British - Bangladeshi  
 Asian / Asian British - Chinese  
 Asian / Asian British - Any other Asian background  
 Black/Black British - African  
 Black/Black British - Caribbean  
 Black/Black British - Any other Black/African/Caribbean background  
 Other: Arab  
 Other: Prefer not to say  
 Other (please specify) _____________________ 

Clare Reynolds


Clare Reynolds




 
* 2. Age:  
 

 Under 16  
 16-19  
 20-24  
 25-39  
 40-59  
 60-64  
 65 and older  
 Prefer not to say  

 
 
* 3. Do you identify as a disabled person?  
 

 Yes  
 No  

 
* 4. Gender identity:  
 

 Male (including female-to-male trans men)  
 Female (including male-to-female trans women)  
 Non-binary (for example, androgyne people)  
 Prefer not to say  

 
* 5. Gender assumed to be at birth:  
 

 Male  
 Female  
 Prefer not to say  

 
* 6. Sexual orientation  
 

 Heterosexual/straight  
 Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual  
 Prefer not to say  
 Other (please specify) ________________ 

 
 
Please return your form to info@restoke.org.uk 
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